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As the eastern Arizona sky paled into dawn on July 17, 1882, Na-tio-tish, and his band of more than ýfty Apache 
warriors waited quietly on the far side of a fork of East Clear Creek. A single troop of cavalry had been following 
them for days, led by Captain Adna R. Chaffee, and Na-tio-tish intended to ambush the troop as it slowly threaded 
its way toward them. Unbeknownst to the Apaches, however, Chaffee had with him renowned scout, Al Sieber, 
who had discovered the ambush. In addition, four more companies had joined Chaffeeôs US army regulars during 
the night.

Chaffe and his men carefully drew up to the rim, opposite the Apaches who lay below in ambush. As two 
companies approached from downstream, and two more from upstream, each man holding his military issue 
Springýeld 45-70 carbine at ready, Chaffeeôs men opened ýre on the Apaches below. The smoke of black powder 
began to form a haze around the US Cavalry, as the 405-grain bullets from the troopôs 45-70ôs sped to their 
targets below. Among the military issue carbines was a single, lone Winchester riþe that stood out from the rest, 
a formidable but graceful looking weapon with a barrel noticeably longer that the Springýeld carbines all around. 
The man using it calmly aimed, ýred, and levered in another round, the unique, milk-bottle shaped casings falling 
one by one into the sand, where they would lay for one hundred and twenty-three years.

In the summer of 2005, a member of an archeological party investigating the site of the Battle of Big Dry Wash, 
brushed the sand away from yet another deeply tarnished milk-bottle shaped brass casing, noticeably different 
from the numerous straight-walled 45-70 empty cartridge casings found at the site. The headstamp read W. R. A. 
Co. 45-75 W.C.F., and all of the 45-75 casings found at the site appeared to have been ýred from the same riþe, a 
Winchester Model 1876. It is not known with certainty who that riþe belonged to, on the day of the Battle of Big 
Dry Wash, but it is purported that the famous scout, Al Sieber, was using a Winchester 1876 at that time. Since 
the US regulars would have been using their military issue 45-70 Springýelds, and since Al Sieber was Chaffeeôs 
scout that day, there is good reason to believe that those old, tarnished brass casings were once ýred by Sieber 
himself in that ýnal battle between Apaches and US army regulars.

A visual comparison between the Winchester Models 1873 and 1876 can easily lead one to believe that the Model 
1876 is merely a scaled up version of the Model 1873. In reality, the roots of the Model 1876 go back to about 
1865, when Oliver F. Winchester began to design and develop a new type of repeating riþe with removable side 
plates. The ýrst riþes were shipped to the Swiss Confederation in 1866, and some other governments in 1867 and 
1868. These riþes were chambered for several 45 and 50 caliber center-ýre cartridges. In 1869 the project was put 
on hold. An example of a Winchester Model 1868 can be seen today in the Cody Firearms Museum in the 
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Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody, Wyoming. The receiver on the Model 1868 looks almost identical in size 
and appearance to the receiver of the Model 1876.

The development of a large-bore repeating riþe resumed again in 1873 and 1874, using receivers based upon the 
Model 1868 frame. After some reýnements, and testing of a variety of calibers, some prototypes were presented 
to the public at the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia. Because this public debut occurred on the 100th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, the new Winchester Model 1876 was named the óCentennial 
Riþeô.

Production of the Model 1876 began in June of 1877,  chambered for the distinctive, milk bottle-shaped .45-75 
that ýred a 350 grain bullet with a muzzle velocity in the neighborhood of 1,385 fps. In 1879, two other cartridges 
were offered, the .45-60 W.C.F. and the .50-95 Express. The .45-60 ýred a 300 grain lead bullet at a muzzle 
velocity of about 1,315 fps and the .50-95 sent a 300 grain bullet down range at about 1,493 fps. In 1884 the ýnal 
cartridge, the .40-60 was added. It ýred a 210 grain bullet with a muzzle velocity of about 1,475 fps. According 
to the 1896 Winchester catalogue, all bullets were cast from 1 part tin to 16 parts lead, with the exception of the 
.40-60 W.C.F., which was cast from 1 part tin to 20 parts lead.

My ýrst, hands-on introduction to the model ó76 began with a notice in my rural mailbox, stating that there 
was a package for pickup at the general store in a village six miles away. Whatever plans I had  that afternoon 
were immediately set aside as I hopped into the truck and made the round trip to pick up the parcel containing a 
Winchester 1876 in .45-60 that I had bought from a collector in Alberta, Canada. When the parcel was opened, 
there she lay, reeking like greasy rags and in dire need of a careful cleaning. It was obvious that it had been a very 
long time since the old classic had last been ýred. About 80% of the ýnish was still on the metal, but it had turned 
a dark, chocolate brown. From the serial number, and the little bit of history I was able to gather from the collector, 
the riþe had been made in 1882, the same year as the Battle of Big Dry Wash. It was brought out to Alberta with 
the very ýrst settlers sometime between 1883 and 1886.

A Winchester Model 1876 carbine in .45-75. This carbine was shipped on April 3rd, 1885, along with 
399 similar carbines comprising order number 19819, to the North West Mounted Police in Canada.

A  special order, deluxe version of the Winchester Model 1876 in .50-95 Express. This beautiful riÿe 
was shipped in order number 18968, March 24th, 1885.
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